
It is a fact that Urantia has become known among 
neighboring inhabited planets  
as the “World of  the Cross”



Why Are We Designated  
As the World of  the Cross?

	 How does the Cross symbolizes the Reality that We exist 
in a Friendly Universe?   

	 If  God’s Love is Unconditional, if  God’s Compassion is 
Infinite, if  God’s Ministry is Eternally beneficent, then the 
Cross represents the Profound Reality of  such a Friendly 

Universe! 
	 “He made the cross an Eternal Symbol of  the Triumph of  

Love over Hate and the Victory of  Truth over Evil when he 
prayed, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

	 ”Greater Love no man can have than this….”



Why Are We Designated  
As the World of  the Cross?

How does the Cross symbolizes the Reality that We exist in a 
Friendly Universe? 

“…when he prayed, “Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.”

What does THAT prayer say about God’s Unconditional Love, 
God’s Unfailing Forgiveness?

What does THE Cross say about God’s Ministry to Us?
Our ONLY possible Response is Compassionate Care… for 

Others…  Think about YOUR Response?



How Do We Read An Event of  Epochal 
Significance?

 Lectio Divina – Divine Reading 

	 	 	 a) To Read & See What is There – The Literal 

b) To Reflect – The Metaphor --The Symbolic Meaning
c) To Respond – The Moral Response of the Heart

d) To Rest in God -- Be Still & Know – The Spiritual

“To Love with All our Heart, Mind, Body and Soul”



The World of  the Cross
Lectio Divina

1) First we must learn to really see the fact of the cross
2) Second we learn to allow the symbolic meaning to emerge
3) Third we search for the moral response of our heart
4) Fourth we rest reverently in the Reality of the Cross

Love with All of Your Heart, Mind, Body, and Soul



What Does the Cross Mean to You?





The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Scandal of  the Cross – How to Explain It?

The Death of  God on a Cross 

Was Viewed as a Scandal to the Early Christians/Jews 

According to the Jewish Scripture It Was a Scandal to be 

 Crucified on a Wooden Cross: “anyone who is hanged is a curse of  God.” 
(Deut 21:22-23) 

How to Explain It??? 

The Ransom Theory for the first 1,000 years 

The Atonement Theory until Now.





The Meaning of  the Cross
Most of  the common interpretations of  the cross stem                                      

From a flawed image of  God, the nature of  humanity, and the nature 
of  evil. 

In one paragraph The Urantia Book lays to rest the two primary 
interpretations of  the meaning of  the cross                                                                                 

In Christianity 
----------------- 

The Ransom Theory 
& 

The Debtor Theory aka The Atonement



The Meaning of  the Cross 
 

The Ransom Theory – The First Millennium 
Thus, Jesus said that he came “to give his life 

a ransom for many.” (Matt 20:28)

The Ransom Theory 

“Mortal man was never the property of  the archdeceivers.                     
Jesus did not die to ransom man from the clutch                                       

Of  the apostate rulers and fallen princes of  the spheres.” 
	 	 	 	 	 	 (188:4.3)  



The Absurdity of  the Ransom Theory

	 The Ransom Theory suggests that the Devil had power over 
God, held Jesus as a Ransom. 

	 Indeed, theologically, the Church is still confused by the 
absurd notion that “Hell,” Gehenna-the Garbage Dump outside 
Jerusalem, has eternal standing, and that the Devil has powers 

equal to God.  This dualistic theory is anti-biblical and certainly 
inconsistent with the Church’s teaching about God. 

	 Something had to change to make sense of  The Cross!



The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Debtor Theory – The Second Millennium 

“you need to be saved from God Himself.”

The Atonement Doctrine 
“The Father in heaven never conceived of  such crass 

injustice as damning a mortal soul because of  the evil-doing 
of  his ancestors. 

Neither was the Master’s death on the cross a sacrifice which 
consisted in an effort to pay God a debt which the race of  

mankind had come to owe him.” 
	 	 	 	 	 	        (188:4.3)



The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Debtor Theory – The Second Millennium 

Another Attempt to Explain the Scandal of  the Cross
This new theory about The Cross arose with St Anselm, 

Cur Deus Homo, as a more plausible explanation for The 
Cross.  Anselm’s “satisfaction” theory of the atonement 

posits that Jesus’ death on the cross functioned as a 
Supreme Gift to God, who required “satisfaction,” on 

behalf of humanity to restore the order of justice subverted 
by ”the original sin” of Adam and Eve that has been 

genetically passed down.



The Meaning of the Cross 
The Debtor Theory – The Second Millennium

	 This new theological doctrine seemed to fit more 
coherently with passages by Paul regarding the Cross, 
and passages by St Augustine, a Father of  the Church, 

regarding the Original Sin of  Adam & Eve. 

	 Unbaptized babies go straight to eternal 
damnation, according to St Paul and Augustine.  



The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Debtor Theory/Atonement 

The Contemporary Meaning – St Anselm 1097 AD



Two Roads Diverged in the Wood
At the same time as Augustine advanced his theory of  Original Sin, Hell, 

and Redemption… there was a holy man in the British Isles, Pelagius 

Pelagius held that the fall of  Adam & Eve did not taint human nature 
and that humans by divine grace have free will to achieve human 

perfection. (Matthew 5:48)   
He taught that is was unjust to punish one person for the sins of  another; 

therefore, infants are born good.  He taught that life is a journey of  
growing our souls in the gracious goodness of  God. 

There was debate between the two views of  human nature and salvation.  
Pelagius’ ideas were not accepted by the Church!



The Meaning of  the Cross 
Meaning is Tied to our Image of  God



The Meaning of  the Cross 
“Before Jesus lived on earth, 

you might possibly have been justified  
in believing in such a God…”





The Meaning of  the Cross 
“Jesus portrayed the Love and Compassion 

Of  the Heavenly Father”



“Though it is hardly proper to speak of  Jesus 
As a Ransomer, a Sacificer, or a Redeemer, 

It is wholly correct to refer to him as a Savior.” (188:4.7)



The Meaning of  the Cross

“All this concept of  atonement and sacrificial salvation                                         
Is rooted and grounded in selfishness…                                                              

The believer’s chief  concern should be not the selfish desire for salvation 

But rather the unselfish urge to love, and,                                                              
Therefore, serve one’s fellows  

Even as Jesus loved and served mortal men.” 
	 	 	 	 	 (188:4.9)



The Meaning of  the Cross

How is the “concept of atonement and sacrificial 
salvation”…

“Rooted and Grounded in Selfishness?”



The Meaning of  the Cross 
“To serve Even as Jesus Loves and Serves” 



The Meaning of  the Cross

“The great thing about the death of  Jesus is not the 
fact of  his death but rather the superb manner and 

the matchless spirit in which he met death.” 
	 	 	 	 (188:4.12)



The Meaning of  the Cross

What does the “manner and matchless spirit in which he 
met death” Have to do with Your Life?



The Meaning of  the Cross 
“Forgive Them, They Know Not What They Do”



The Meaning of  the Cross

	 How does the prayer: “Forgive them, they know not 
what they do” relate to your personal journey of  faith?



The Larger Meaning of  the Cross

“The Sufferings of  Jesus were not confined to the 
crucifixion. 

In reality, Jesus of  Nazareth spent upward of  twenty-
five years 

On the Cross of  a Real and Intense  
Mortal Experience.” 

	 	 	 	 	 (188:5.4)



The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Experiential Lesson of  Faith

Jesus’ Master Philosophy of  Living: The Beatitudes 

“Blessed are the Poor in Spirit, the Humble 
Blessed are those Who Hunger & Thirst for 

Righteousness 
Blessed are the Meek 

Blessed are the Pure in Heart”



The Meaning of  the Cross 
The Experiential Lesson of  Faith That Steps Out

Jesus’ Master Philosophy of  Living: The Beatitudes 

“Blessed are you when you Mourn… 
Blessed are the Merciful, the Compassionate… 

Blessed are the Peacemakers.”



The Meaning of  the Cross 
Have You Ever Mourned the Death of  Jesus? 

Have you experienced the Comfort in that Mourning?



The Meaning of  the Cross 
Out of  our Mourning is Born Compassion, 

Our Moral Response to Suffering



The Meaning of  the Cross 
Out of  our Compassion is born True Peacemaking, 

Our Active Moral Response to Suffering – “Good Trouble”



The Meaning of  the Cross
The Cross of  Jesus portrays the full measure of  the supreme devotion of  the True Shepherd 

for even the unworthy members of  his flock…  

Love, the love of  a father for his son, becomes the Central Truth in the Universe Relations of  
Creator and creature. 

Jesus is truly a Savior in the sense that his life and death do win men over to 
goodness and righteous survival.  Jesus loves men so much that his love 
awakens the response of  love in the human heart (the moral response/

lectio). Love is truly contagious and eternally creative. 
Divine love does not merely forgive wrongs; it absorbs and actually destroys 

them. 
Salvation does not slight wrongs; it makes them right.



The True Shepherd



The Meaning of  the Cross

BEN HUR 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=tVlf7OiiTJE&t=75s



The Meaning of  the Cross 
“The Worship of  God and Service of  Humanity 

Became the Sum and Substance of  His Religion.” (159:5.7)_



The Meaning of  the Cross
Discussion Questions 

--------- 
What does Lectio Divina mean?  Why is Lectio Divina important in 

approaching the question of  the meaning of  the cross? 

What is the Scandal of  the Cross? 

What are the two primary ways in which Jesus’ death on the cross has 
been explained? 

What does the Cross mean to you personally?



The Meaning of  the Cross
Discussion Questions 

---------- 

Why are we designated as the World of  the Cross? 

How are the Beatitudes related to the Cross? 

How has Mourning opened your heart? 

How is Mourning related to Compassion?



The World of  the Cross
	 Till you can feel the power of  love expressed in the cross, 

	 Till you experience the majesty of  forgiveness extended from the 		
	 cross, 

	 Till you know the magnificent ministry exhibited on the cross, 

	 You will never understand the cross aright…. 
	 	 Nor the Depth of  God’s Love for you…




