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PARABLE OF THE SOWER

bout this time Jesus first began to employ the parable

method of teaching the multitudes that so frequently

gathered about him. Since Jesus had talked with the

apostles and others long into the night, on this Sunday
morning very few of the group were up for breakfast; so he went
out by the seaside and sat alone in the boat, the old fishing boat
of Andrew and Peter, which was always kept at his disposal, and
meditated on the next move to be made in the work of extending
the kingdom. But the Master was not to be alone for long. Very
soon the people from Capernaum and near-by villages began
to arrive, and by ten oclock that morning almost one thousand
were assembled on shore near Jesus’ boat and were clamoring for
attention. Peter was now up and, making his way to the boat, said
to Jesus, “Master, shall I talk to them?” But Jesus answered, “No,
Peter, I will tell them a story” And then Jesus began the recital of
the parable of the sower, one of the first of a long series of such
parables which he taught the throngs that followed after him. This
boat had an elevated seat on which he sat (for it was the custom to
sit when teaching) while he talked to the crowd assembled along
the shore. After Peter had spoken a few words, Jesus said:

“A sower went forth to sow, and it came to pass as he sowed that
some seed fell by the wayside to be trodden underfoot and devoured
by the birds of heaven. Other seed fell upon the rocky places where
there was little earth, and immediately it sprang up because there
was no depth to the soil, but as soon as the sun shone, it withered
because it had no root whereby to secure moisture. Other seed
fell among the thorns, and as the thorns grew up, it was choked
so that it yielded no grain. Still other seed fell upon good ground
and, growing, yielded, some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, and some a
hundredfold” And when he had finished speaking this parable, he
said to the multitude, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear”

The apostles and those who were with them, when they heard
Jesus teach the people in this manner, were greatly perplexed; and
after much talking among themselves, that evening in the Zebedee
garden Matthew said to Jesus: “Master, what is the meaning of
the dark sayings which you present to the multitude? Why do
you speak in parables to those who seek the truth?” And Jesus
answered:

“In patience have I instructed you all this time. To you it is given
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to the
undiscerning multitudes and to those who seek our destruction,
from now on, the mysteries of the kingdom shall be presented in
parables. And this we will do so that those who really desire to
enter the kingdom may discern the meaning of the teaching and
thus find salvation, while those who listen only to ensnare us may
be the more confounded in that they will see without seeing and
will hear without hearing. My children, do you not perceive the
law of the spirit which decrees that to him who has shall be given
so that he shall have an abundance; but from him who has not shall
be taken away even that which he has. Therefore will I henceforth
speak to the people much in parables to the end that our friends
and those who desire to know the truth may find that which they
seek, while our enemies and those who love not the truth may
hear without understanding. Many of these people follow not in
the way of the truth. The prophet did, indeed, describe all such
undiscerning souls when he said: ‘For this people’s heart has
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they

have closed lest they should discern the truth and understand it in
their hearts”

The apostles did not fully comprehend the significance of the
Master’s words. As Andrew and Thomas talked further with Jesus,
Peter and the other apostles withdrew to another portion of the
garden where they engaged in earnest and prolonged discussion.

Toward the close of the evening’s lesson Jesus made his first
comment on the parable of the sower. He said the parable referred
to two things: First, it was a review of his own ministry up to that
time and a forecast of what lay ahead of him for the remainder
of his life on earth. And second, it was also a hint as to what the
apostles and other messengers of the kingdom might expect in
their ministry from generation to generation as time passed.

Jesus also resorted to the use of parables as the best possible
refutation of the studied effort of the religious leaders at Jerusalem
to teach that all of his work was done by the assistance of demons
and the prince of devils. The appeal to nature was in contravention
of such teaching since the people of that day looked upon all
natural phenomena as the product of the direct act of spiritual
beings and supernatural forces. He also determined upon this
method of teaching because it enabled him to proclaim vital
truths to those who desired to know the better way while at the
same time affording his enemies less opportunity to find cause for
offense and for accusations against him.

Before he dismissed the group for the night, Jesus said: “Now will
I tell you the last of the parable of the sower. I would test you to
know how you will receive this: The kingdom of heaven is also
like a man who cast good seed upon the earth; and while he slept
by night and went about his business by day, the seed sprang up
and grew, and although he knew not how it came about, the plant
came to fruit. First there was the blade, then the ear, then the full
grain in the ear. And then when the grain was ripe, he put forth
the sickle, and the harvest was finished. He who has an ear to hear,
let him hear”

Many times did the apostles turn this saying over in their minds,
but the Master never made further mention of this addition to the
parable of the sower.

MORE PARABLES BY THE SEA

he next day Jesus again taught the people from the boat,

saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed

good seed in his field; but while he slept, his enemy came

and sowed weeds among the wheat and hastened away.
And so when the young blades sprang up and later were about to
bring forth fruit, there appeared also the weeds. Then the servants
of this householder came and said to him: ‘Sir, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Whence then come these weeds?” And
he replied to his servants, ‘An enemy has done this’ The servants
then asked their master, ‘Would you have us go out and pluck up
these weeds?” But he answered them and said: ‘No, lest while you
are gathering them up, you uproot the wheat also. Rather let them
both grow together until the time of the harvest, when I will say to
the reapers, Gather up first the weeds and bind them in bundles to
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burn and then gather up the wheat to be stored in my barn’

After the people had asked a few questions, Jesus spoke another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man sowed in his field. Now a mustard seed is the least of



seeds, but when it is full grown, it becomes the greatest of all herbs
and is like a tree so that the birds of heaven are able to come and
rest in the branches thereof?”

“The kingdom of heaven is also like leaven which a woman took
and hid in three measures of meal, and in this way it came about
that all of the meal was leavened”

“The kingdom of heaven is also like a treasure hidden in a field,
which a man discovered. In his joy he went forth to sell all he had
that he might have the money to buy the field”

“The kingdom of heaven is also like a merchant seeking goodly
pearls; and having found one pearl of great price, he went out
and sold everything he possessed that he might be able to buy the
extraordinary pearl”

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a sweep net which was cast
into the sea, and it gathered up every kind of fish. Now, when the
net was filled, the fishermen drew it up on the beach, where they
sat down and sorted out the fish, gathering the good into vessels
while the bad they threw away”

Many other parables spoke Jesus to the multitudes. In fact, from
this time forward he seldom taught the masses except by this
means. After speaking to a public audience in parables, he would,
during the evening classes, more fully and explicitly expound his
teachings to the apostles and the evangelists.

PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

hat evening [while lodging in Jericho] a considerable

company gathered about Jesus and the two apostles to

ask questions, many of which the apostles answered,

while others the Master discussed. In the course
of the evening a certain lawyer, seeking to entangle Jesus in a
compromising disputation, said: “Teacher, I would like to ask
you just what I should do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered,
“What is written in the law and the prophets; how do you read
the Scriptures?” The lawyer, knowing the teachings of both Jesus
and the Pharisees, answered: “To love the Lord God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourself”
Then said Jesus: “You have answered right; this, if you really do,
will lead to life everlasting”

But the lawyer was not wholly sincere in asking this question, and
desiring to justify himself while also hoping to embarrass Jesus, he
ventured to ask still another question. Drawing a little closer to the
Master, he said, “But, Teacher, I should like you to tell me just who
is my neighbor?” The lawyer asked this question hoping to entrap
Jesus into making some statement that would contravene the
Jewish law which defined one’s neighbor as “the children of one’s
people” The Jews looked upon all others as “gentile dogs” This
lawyer was somewhat familiar with Jesus’ teachings and therefore
well knew that the Master thought differently; thus he hoped to
lead him into saying something which could be construed as an
attack upon the sacred law.

But Jesus discerned the lawyer’s motive, and instead of falling into
the trap, he proceeded to tell his hearers a story, a story which
would be fully appreciated by any Jericho audience.

Said Jesus: “A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and he fell into the hands of cruel brigands, who robbed
him, stripped him and beat him, and departing, left him half dead.
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Very soon, by chance, a certain priest was going down that way,
and when he came upon the wounded man, seeing his sorry plight,
he passed by on the other side of the road. And in like manner a
Levite also, when he came along and saw the man, passed by on
the other side. Now, about this time, a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed down to Jericho, came across this wounded man; and
when he saw how he had been robbed and beaten, he was moved
with compassion, and going over to him, he bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine, and setting the man upon his own beast,
brought him here to the inn and took care of him. And on the
morrow he took out some money and, giving it to the host, said:
‘Take good care of my friend, and if the expense is more, when I
come back again, I will repay you’ Now let me ask you: Which of
these three turned out to be the neighbor of him who fell among
the robbers?” And when the lawyer perceived that he had fallen
into his own snare, he answered, “He who showed mercy on him?”
And Jesus said, “Go and do likewise”

The lawyer answered, “He who showed mercy;” that he might
refrain from even speaking that odious word, Samaritan. The
lawyer was forced to give the very answer to the question, “Who is
my neighbor?” which Jesus wished given, and which, if Jesus had
so stated, would have directly involved him in the charge of heresy.
Jesus not only confounded the dishonest lawyer, but he told his
hearers a story which was at the same time a beautiful admonition
to all his followers and a stunning rebuke to all Jews regarding their
attitude toward the Samaritans. And this story has continued to
promote brotherly love among all who have subsequently believed
the gospel of Jesus.

[Jericho is one of the oldest inhabited cities in the world. Situated
in the wide plain of the Jordan Valley at the foot of the ascent to
the Judean mountains, it lies about eight miles northwest of the
site where the Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea, some five
miles west of the Jordan. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho
was hazardous in Jesus’ day, and robbers have ever terrorized
its travelers. One goes down from Jerusalem to Jericho. In that
distance of about twenty-four miles, these is a descent of three
thousand feet. The rugged terrain affords many ideal hiding places
for brigands all along the way and to this day it is still called the
“Bloody Road”]

SERMON ON THE GOOD SHEPHERD

n this night I have much to tell you, and since

many of you are my disciples and some of you

my bitter enemies, I will present my teaching in

a parable, so that you may each take for yourself
that which finds a reception in your heart.

“Tonight, here before me are men who would be willing to die
for me and for this gospel of the kingdom, and some of them will
so offer themselves in the years to come; and here also are some
of you, slaves of tradition, who have followed me down from
Jerusalem, and who, with your darkened and deluded leaders, seek
to kill the Son of Man. The life which I now live in the flesh shall
judge both of you, the true shepherds and the false shepherds. If
the false shepherd were blind, he would have no sin, but you claim
that you see; you profess to be teachers in Israel; therefore does
your sin remain upon you.

“The true shepherd gathers his flock into the fold for the night
in times of danger. And when the morning has come, he enters



into the fold by the door, and when he calls, the sheep know his
voice. Every shepherd who gains entrance to the sheepfold by any
other means than by the door is a thief and a robber. The true
shepherd enters the fold after the porter has opened the door for
him, and his sheep, knowing his voice, come out at his word; and
when they that are his are thus brought forth, the true shepherd
goes before them; he leads the way and the sheep follow him. His
sheep follow him because they know his voice; they will not follow
a stranger. They will flee from the stranger because they know not
his voice. This multitude which is gathered about us here are like
sheep without a shepherd, but when we speak to them, they know
the shepherd’s voice, and they follow after us; at least, those who
hunger for truth and thirst for righteousness do. Some of you are
not of my fold; you know not my voice, and you do not follow me.
And because you are false shepherds, the sheep know not your
voice and will not follow you.”

And when Jesus had spoken this parable, no one asked him a
question. After a time he began again to speak and went on to
discuss the parable:

“You who would be the undershepherds of my Father’s flocks must
not only be worthy leaders, but you must also feed the flock with
good food; you are not true shepherds unless you lead your flocks
into green pastures and beside still waters.

“And now, lest some of you too easily comprehend this parable, I
will declare that I am both the door to the Father’s sheepfold and
at the same time the true shepherd of my Father’s flocks. Every
shepherd who seeks to enter the fold without me shall fail, and the
sheep will not hear his voice. I, with those who minister with me,
am the door. Every soul who enters upon the eternal way by the
means I have created and ordained shall be saved and will be able
to go on to the attainment of the eternal pastures of Paradise.

“But I also am the true shepherd who is willing even to lay down his
life for the sheep. The thief breaks into the fold only to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy; but I have come that you all may have life and
have it more abundantly. He who is a hireling, when danger arises,
will flee and allow the sheep to be scattered and destroyed; but the
true shepherd will not flee when the wolf comes; he will protect
his flock and, if necessary, lay down his life for his sheep. Verily,
verily, I say to you, friends and enemies, I am the true shepherd; I
know my own and my own know me. I will not flee in the face of
danger. I will finish this service of the completion of my Father’s
will, and I will not forsake the flock which the Father has entrusted
to my keeping.

“But I have many other sheep not of this fold, and these words
are true not only of this world. These other sheep also hear and
know my voice, and I have promised the Father that they shall
all be brought into one fold, one brotherhood of the sons of God.
And then shall you all know the voice of one shepherd, the true
shepherd, and shall all acknowledge the fatherhood of God.

“And so shall you know why the Father loves me and has put all of his
flocks in this domain in my hands for keeping; it is because the Father
knows that I will not falter in the safeguarding of the sheepfold, that
I will not desert my sheep, and that, if it shall be required, I will not
hesitate to lay down my life in the service of his manifold flocks.
But, mind you, if I lay down my life, I will take it up again. No man
nor any other creature can take away my life. I have the right and
the power to lay down my life, and I have the same power and right
to take it up again. You cannot understand this, but I received such

authority from my Father even before this world was.”

When they heard these words, his apostles were confused, his
disciples were amazed, while the Pharisees from Jerusalem and
around about went out into the night, saying, “He is either mad
or has a devil” But even some of the Jerusalem teachers said:
“He speaks like one having authority; besides, who ever saw one
having a devil open the eyes of a man born blind and do all of the
wonderful things which this man has done?”

PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER

s Jesus finished speaking at the breakfast table of the

Pharisee, one of the lawyers present, desiring to relieve

the silence, thoughtlessly said: “Blessed is he who

shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”—that being a
common saying of those days. And then Jesus spoke a parable,
which even his friendly host was compelled to take to heart. He
said:

“A certain ruler gave a great supper, and having bidden many
guests, he dispatched his servants at suppertime to say to those
who were invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready. And they
all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said, T have
just bought a farm, and I must needs to go prove it; I pray you have
me excused. Another said, T have bought five yoke of oxen, and I
must go to receive them; I pray you have me excused’ And another
said, T have just married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So
the servants went back and reported this to their master. When
the master of the house heard this, he was very angry, and turning
to his servants, he said: ‘T have made ready this marriage feast; the
fatlings are killed, and all is in readiness for my guests, but they
have spurned my invitation; they have gone every man after his
lands and his merchandise, and they even show disrespect to my
servants who bid them come to my feast. Go out quickly, therefore,
into the streets and lanes of the city, out into the highways and the
byways, and bring hither the poor and the outcast, the blind and
the lame, that the marriage feast may have guests. And the servants
did as their lord commanded, and even then there was room for
more guests. Then said the lord to his servants: ‘Go now out into
the roads and the countryside and constrain those who are there
to come in that my house may be filled. I declare that none of those
who were first bidden shall taste of my supper. And the servants
did as their master commanded, and the house was filled”

And when they heard these words, they departed; every man went
to his own place. At least one of the sneering Pharisees present
that morning comprehended the meaning of this parable, for he
was baptized that day and made public confession of his faith in
the gospel of the kingdom. Abner preached on this parable that
night at the general council of believers.

The next day all of the apostles engaged in the philosophic exercise
of endeavoring to interpret the meaning of this parable of the great
supper. Though Jesus listened with interest to all of these differing
interpretations, he steadfastly refused to offer them further help
in understanding the parable. He would only say, “Let every man
find out the meaning for himself and in his own soul”



PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON

n Thursday afternoon Jesus talked to the multitude

about the “Grace of Salvation” In the course of this

sermon he retold the story of the lost sheep and the

lost coin and then added his favorite parable of the
prodigal son. Said Jesus:

“You have been admonished by the prophets from Samuel to John
that you should seek for God—search for truth. Always have they
said, ‘Seek the Lord while he may be found. And all such teaching
should be taken to heart. But I have come to show you that, while
you are seeking to find God, God is likewise seeking to find you.
Many times have I told you the story of the good shepherd who
left the ninety and nine sheep in the fold while he went forth
searching for the one that was lost, and how, when he had found
the straying sheep, he laid it over his shoulder and tenderly carried
it back to the fold. And when the lost sheep had been restored
to the fold, you remember that the good shepherd called in his
friends and bade them rejoice with him over the finding of the
sheep that had been lost. Again I say there is more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over the ninety and nine just
persons who need no repentance. The fact that souls are lost only
increases the interest of the heavenly Father. I have come to this
world to do my Father’s bidding, and it has truly been said of the
Son of Man that he is a friend of publicans and sinners.

“You have been taught that divine acceptance comes after your
repentance and as a result of all your works of sacrifice and
penitence, but I assure you that the Father accepts you even before
you have repented and sends the Son and his associates to find
you and bring you, with rejoicing, back to the fold, the kingdom
of sonship and spiritual progress. You are all like sheep which have
gone astray, and I have come to seek and to save those who are
lost.

“And you should also remember the story of the woman who,
having had ten pieces of silver made into a necklace of adornment,
lost one piece, and how she lit the lamp and diligently swept the
house and kept up the search until she found the lost piece of
silver. And as soon as she found the coin that was lost, she called
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found the piece that was lost” So again I say, there is always
joy in the presence of the angels of heaven over one sinner who
repents and returns to the Father’s fold. And I tell you this story to
impress upon you that the Father and his Son go forth to search
for those who are lost, and in this search we employ all influences
capable of rendering assistance in our diligent efforts to find those
who are lost, those who stand in need of salvation. And so, while
the Son of Man goes out in the wilderness to seek for the sheep
gone astray, he also searches for the coin which is lost in the house.
The sheep wanders away, unintentionally; the coin is covered by
the dust of time and obscured by the accumulation of the things
of men.

“And now I would like to tell you the story of a thoughtless son
of a well-to-do farmer who deliberately left his father’s house and
went off into a foreign land, where he fell into much tribulation.
You recall that the sheep strayed away without intention, but this
youth left his home with premeditation. It was like this:

“A certain man had two sons; one, the younger, was lighthearted
and carefree, always seeking for a good time and shirking

responsibility, while his older brother was serious, sober, hard-
working, and willing to bear responsibility. Now these two brothers
did not get along well together; they were always quarreling
and bickering. The younger lad was cheerful and vivacious, but
indolent and unreliable; the older son was steady and industrious,
at the same time self-centered, surly, and conceited. The younger
son enjoyed play but shunned work; the older devoted himself to
work but seldom played. This association became so disagreeable
that the younger son came to his father and said: ‘Father, give me
the third portion of your possessions which would fall to me and
allow me to go out into the world to seek my own fortune’ And
when the father heard this request, knowing how unhappy the
young man was at home and with his older brother, he divided his
property, giving the youth his share.

“Within a few weeks the young man gathered together all his funds
and set out upon a journey to a far country, and finding nothing
profitable to do which was also pleasurable, he soon wasted all
his inheritance in riotous living. And when he had spent all, there
arose a prolonged famine in that country, and he found himself in
want. And so, when he suffered hunger and his distress was great,
he found employment with one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into the fields to feed swine. And the young man would
fain have filled himself with the husks which the swine ate, but no
one would give him anything.

“One day, when he was very hungry, he came to himself and said:
‘How many hired servants of my father have bread enough and
to spare while I perish with hunger, feeding swine off here in a
foreign country! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no
more worthy to be called your son; only be willing to make me one
of your hired servants! And when the young man had reached this
decision, he arose and started out for his father’s house.

“Now this father had grieved much for his son; he had missed the
cheerful, though thoughtless, lad. This father loved this son and
was always on the lookout for his return, so that on the day he
approached his home, even while he was yet afar off, the father saw
him and, being moved with loving compassion, ran out to meet
him, and with affectionate greeting he embraced and kissed him.
And after they had thus met, the son looked up into his father’s
tearful face and said: ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in
your sight; I am no more worthy to be called a so’—but the lad
did not find opportunity to complete his confession because the
overjoyed father said to the servants who had by this time come
running up: ‘Bring quickly his best robe, the one I have saved, and
put it on him and put the son’s ring on his hand and fetch sandals
for his feet’

“And then, after the happy father had led the footsore and weary
lad into the house, he called to his servants: ‘Bring on the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry, for this my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. And they all
gathered about the father to rejoice with him over the restoration
of his son.

“About this time, while they were celebrating, the elder son came
in from his day’s work in the field, and as he drew near the house,
he heard the music and the dancing. And when he came up to the
back door, he called out one of the servants and inquired as to the
meaning of all this festivity. And then said the servant: “Your long-
lost brother has come home, and your father has killed the fatted



calf to rejoice over his son’s safe return. Come in that you also may
greet your brother and receive him back into your father’s house’

“But when the older brother heard this, he was so hurt and angry
he would not go into the house. When his father heard of his
resentment of the welcome of his younger brother, he went out
to entreat him. But the older son would not yield to his father’s
persuasion. He answered his father, saying: ‘Here these many years
have I served you, never transgressing the least of your commands,
and yet you never gave me even a kid that I might make merry
with my friends. I have remained here to care for you all these
years, and you never made rejoicing over my faithful service, but
when this your son returns, having squandered your substance
with harlots, you make haste to kill the fatted calf and make merry
over him’

“Since this father truly loved both of his sons, he tried to reason
with this older one: ‘But, my son, you have all the while been with
me, and all this which I have is yours. You could have had a kid at
any time you had made friends to share your merriment. But it is
only proper that you should now join with me in being glad and
merry because of your brother’s return. Think of it, my son, your
brother was lost and is found; he has returned alive to us!”

This was one of the most touching and effective of all the parables
which Jesus ever presented to impress upon his hearers the Father’s
willingness to receive all who seek entrance into the kingdom of
heaven.

Jesus was very partial to telling these three stories at the same
time. He presented the story of the lost sheep to show that,
when men unintentionally stray away from the path of life, the
Father is mindful of such lost ones and goes out, with his Sons,
the true shepherds of the flock, to seek the lost sheep. He then
would recite the story of the coin lost in the house to illustrate
how thorough is the divine searching for all who are confused,
confounded, or otherwise spiritually blinded by the material cares
and accumulations of life. And then he would launch forth into the
telling of this parable of the lost son, the reception of the returning
prodigal, to show how complete is the restoration of the lost son
into his Father’s house and heart.

Many, many times during his years of teaching, Jesus told and
retold this story of the prodigal son. This parable and the story of
the good Samaritan were his favorite means of teaching the love of
the Father and the neighborliness of man.

PARABLE OF THE SHREWD STEWARD

ne evening Simon Zelotes, commenting on one of

Jesus’ statements, said: “Master, what did you mean

when you said today that many of the children of

the world are wiser in their generation than are the
children of the kingdom since they are skillful in making friends
with the mammon of unrighteousness?” Jesus answered:

“Some of you, before you entered the kingdom, were very shrewd
in dealing with your business associates. If you were unjust and
often unfair, you were nonetheless prudent and farseeing in that
you transacted your business with an eye single to your present
profit and future safety. Likewise should you now so order your
lives in the kingdom as to provide for your present joy while you
also make certain of your future enjoyment of treasures laid up
in heaven. If you were so diligent in making gains for yourselves

when in the service of self, why should you show less diligence in
gaining souls for the kingdom since you are now servants of the
brotherhood of man and stewards of God?

“You may all learn a lesson from the story of a certain rich man
who had a shrewd but unjust steward. This steward had not only
oppressed his master’s clients for his own selfish gain, but he had
also directly wasted and squandered his master’s funds. When all
this finally came to the ears of his master, he called the steward
before him and asked the meaning of these rumors and required
that he should give immediate accounting of his stewardship and
prepare to turn his master’s affairs over to another.

“Now this unfaithful steward began to say to himself: ‘What
shall T do since I am about to lose this stewardship? I have not
the strength to dig; to beg I am ashamed. I know what I will do
to make certain that, when I am put out of this stewardship, I
will be welcomed into the houses of all who do business with my
master. And then, calling in each of his lord’s debtors, he said to
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” He answered, ‘A
hundred measures of 0il’ Then said the steward, ‘Take your wax
board bond, sit down quickly, and change it to fifty’ Then he said
to another debtor, ‘How much do you owe?” And he replied, ‘A
hundred measures of wheat’ Then said the steward, ‘Take your
bond and write fourscore! And this he did with numerous other
debtors. And so did this dishonest steward seek to make friends for
himself after he would be discharged from his stewardship. Even
his lord and master, when he subsequently found out about this,
was compelled to admit that his unfaithful steward had at least
shown sagacity in the manner in which he had sought to provide
for future days of want and adversity.

“And it is in this way that the sons of this world sometimes show
more wisdom in their preparation for the future than do the
children of light. I say to you who profess to be acquiring treasure
in heaven: Take lessons from those who make friends with the
mammon of unrighteousness, and likewise so conduct your lives
that you make eternal friendship with the forces of righteousness
in order that, when all things earthly fail, you shall be joyfully
received into the eternal habitations.

“Iaffirm that he who is faithful in little will also be faithful in much,
while he who is unrighteous in little will also be unrighteous in
much. If you have not shown foresight and integrity in the affairs of
this world, how can you hope to be faithful and prudent when you
are trusted with the stewardship of the true riches of the heavenly
kingdom? If you are not good stewards and faithful bankers, if
you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will be
foolish enough to give you great treasure in your own name?

“And again I assert that no man can serve two masters; either he
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to one while
he despises the other. You cannot serve God and mammon?”

When the Pharisees who were present heard this, they began to
sneer and scoff since they were much given to the acquirement
of riches. These unfriendly hearers sought to engage Jesus in
unprofitable argumentation, but he refused to debate with his
enemies. When the Pharisees fell to wrangling among themselves,
their loud speaking attracted large numbers of the multitude
encamped thereabouts; and when they began to dispute with each
other, Jesus withdrew, going to his tent for the night.



PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

s individuals, and as a generation of believers, hear

me while I'speak a parable: There was a certain great

man who, before starting out on a long journey

to another country, called all his trusted servants
before him and delivered into their hands all his goods. To one he
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one. And so on
down through the entire group of honored stewards, to each he
intrusted his goods according to their several abilities; and then he
set out on his journey. When their lord had departed, his servants
set themselves at work to gain profits from the wealth intrusted
to them. Immediately he who had received five talents began to
trade with them and very soon had made a profit of another five
talents. In like manner he who had received two talents soon had
gained two more. And so did all of these servants make gains for
their master except he who received but one talent. He went away
by himself and dug a hole in the earth where he hid his lord’s
money. Presently the lord of those servants unexpectedly returned
and called upon his stewards for a reckoning. And when they had
all been called before their master, he who had received the five
talents came forward with the money which had been intrusted
to him and brought five additional talents, saying, ‘Lord, you gave
me five talents to invest, and I am glad to present five other talents
as my gain. And then his lord said to him: “Well done, good and
faithful servant, you have been faithful over a few things; I will
now set you as steward over many; enter forthwith into the joy
of your lord” And then he who had received the two talents came
forward, saying: ‘Lord, you delivered into my hands two talents;
behold, I have gained these other two talents’ And his lord then
said to him: “Well done, good and faithful steward; you also have
been faithful over a few things, and I will now set you over many;
enter you into the joy of your lord’

And then there came to the accounting he who had received the
one talent. This servant came forward, saying, ‘Lord, I knew you
and realized that you were a shrewd man in that you expected
gains where you had not personally labored; therefore was I afraid
to risk aught of that which was intrusted to me. I safely hid your
talent in the earth; here it is; you now have what belongs to you’
But his lord answered: “You are an indolent and slothful steward.
By your own words you confess that you knew I would require of
you an accounting with reasonable profit, such as your diligent
fellow servants have this day rendered. Knowing this, you ought,
therefore, to have at least put my money into the hands of the
bankers that on my return I might have received my own with
interest’ And then to the chief steward this lord said: “Take away
this one talent from this unprofitable servant and give it to him
who has the ten talents’

“To every one who has, more shall be given, and he shall have
abundance; but from him who has not, even that which he has
shall be taken away. You cannot stand still in the affairs of the
eternal kingdom. My Father requires all his children to grow in
grace and in a knowledge of the truth. You who know these truths
must yield the increase of the fruits of the spirit and manifest a
growing devotion to the unselfish service of your fellow servants.
And remember that, inasmuch as you minister to one of the least
of my brethren, you have done this service to me.

“And so should you go about the work of the Father’s business,
now and henceforth, even forevermore. Carry on until I come. In

faithfulness do that which is intrusted to you, and thereby shall
you be ready for the reckoning call of death. And having thus lived
for the glory of the Father and the satisfaction of the Son, you shall
enter with joy and exceedingly great pleasure into the eternal
service of the everlasting kingdom.”

PARABLE OF THE POUNDS

hey did not start from Jericho until near noon since they

sat up late the night before while Jesus taught Zaccheus

and his family the gospel of the kingdom. About halfway

up the ascending road to Bethany the party paused for
lunch while the multitude passed on to Jerusalem, not knowing
that Jesus and the apostles were going to abide that night on the
Mount of Olives.

The parable of the pounds, unlike the parable of the talents, which
was intended for all the disciples, was spoken more exclusively to
the apostles and was largely based on the experience of Archelaus
and his futile attempt to gain the rule of the kingdom of Judea. This
is one of the few parables of the Master to be founded on an actual
historic character. It was not strange that they should have had
Archelaus in mind inasmuch as the house of Zaccheus in Jericho
was very near the ornate palace of Archelaus, and his aqueduct ran
along the road by which they had departed from Jericho.

Said Jesus: “You think that the Son of Man goes up to Jerusalem
to receive a kingdom, but I declare that you are doomed to
disappointment. Do you not remember about a certain prince who
went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, but even
before he could return, the citizens of his province, who in their
hearts had already rejected him, sent an embassy after him, saying,
‘We will not have this man to reign over us’? As this king was
rejected in the temporal rule, so is the Son of Man to be rejected
in the spiritual rule. Again I declare that my kingdom is not of this
world; but if the Son of Man had been accorded the spiritual rule
of his people, he would have accepted such a kingdom of men’s
souls and would have reigned over such a dominion of human
hearts. Notwithstanding that they reject my spiritual rule over
them, I will return again to receive from others such a kingdom
of spirit as is now denied me. You will see the Son of Man rejected
now, but in another age that which the children of Abraham now
reject will be received and exalted.

“And now, as the rejected nobleman of this parable, I would call
before me my twelve servants, special stewards, and giving into
each of your hands the sum of one pound, I would admonish
each to heed well my instructions that you trade diligently with
your trust fund while I am away that you may have wherewith to
justify your stewardship when I return, when a reckoning shall be
required of you.

“And even if this rejected Son should not return, another Son will
be sent to receive this kingdom, and this Son will then send for all
of you to receive your report of stewardship and to be made glad
by your gains.

“And when these stewards were subsequently called together for an
accounting, the first came forward, saying, ‘Lord, with your pound
I have made ten pounds more’ And his master said to him: ‘Well
done; you are a good servant; because you have proved faithful
in this matter, I will give you authority over ten cities] And the
second came, saying, ‘Your pound left with me, Lord, has made



five pounds’ And the master said, T will accordingly make you
ruler over five cities’ And so on down through the others until the
last of the servants, on being called to account, reported: Lord,
behold, here is your pound, which I have kept safely done up in
this napkin. And this I did because I feared you; I believed that
you were unreasonable, seeing that you take up where you have
not laid down, and that you seek to reap where you have not sown’
Then said his lord: “You negligent and unfaithful servant, I will
judge you out of your own mouth. You knew that I reap where
I have apparently not sown; therefore you knew this reckoning
would be required of you. Knowing this, you should have at least
given my money to the banker that at my coming I might have had
it with proper interest’

“And then said this ruler to those who stood by: ‘Take the money
from this slothful servant and give it to him who has ten pounds’
And when they reminded the master that such a one already had
ten pounds, he said: “To every one who has shall be given more,
but from him who has not, even that which he has shall be taken
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away from him!

And then the apostles sought to know the difference between
the meaning of this parable and that of the former parable of
the talents, but Jesus would only say, in answer to their many
questions: “Ponder well these words in your hearts while each of
you finds out their true meaning.”

PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

s the caviling Pharisees stood there in silence before

Jesus, he looked down on them and said: “Since you are

in doubt about John’s mission and arrayed in enmity

against the teaching and the works of the Son of Man,
give ear while I tell you a parable: A certain great and respected
landholder had two sons, and desiring the help of his sons in
the management of his large estates, he came to one of them,
saying, ‘Son, go work today in my vineyard’ And this unthinking
son answered his father, saying, T will not go’; but afterward he
repented and went. When he had found his older son, likewise he
said to him, ‘Son, go work in my vineyard’ And this hypocritical
and unfaithful son answered, ‘Yes, my father, I will go’ But when
his father had departed, he went not. Let me ask you, which of
these sons really did his father’s will?”

And the people spoke with one accord, saying, “The first son”
And then said Jesus: “Even so; and now do I declare that the
publicans and harlots, even though they appear to refuse the
call to repentance, shall see the error of their way and go on into
the kingdom of God before you, who make great pretensions of
serving the Father in heaven while you refuse to do the works of
the Father. It was not you, the Pharisees and scribes, who believed
John, but rather the publicans and sinners; neither do you believe
my teaching, but the common people hear my words gladly”

Jesus did not despise the Pharisees and Sadducees personally. It
was their systems of teaching and practice which he sought to
discredit. He was hostile to no man, but here was occurring the
inevitable clash between a new and living religion of the spirit and
the older religion of ceremony, tradition, and authority.

PARABLE OF THE ABSENT LANDLORD

hen the chief Pharisees and the scribes who had

sought to entangle Jesus with their questions had

finished listening to the story of the two sons, they

withdrew to take further counsel, and the Master,
turning his attention to the listening multitude, told another
parable:

“There was a good man who was a householder, and he planted a
vineyard. He set a hedge about it, dug a pit for the wine press, and
built a watchtower for the guards. Then he let this vineyard out
to tenants while he went on a long journey into another country.
And when the season of the fruits drew near, he sent servants to
the tenants to receive his rental. But they took counsel among
themselves and refused to give these servants the fruits due their
master; instead, they fell upon his servants, beating one, stoning
another, and sending the others away empty-handed. And when
the householder heard about all this, he sent other and more
trusted servants to deal with these wicked tenants, and these they
wounded and also treated shamefully. And then the householder
sent his favorite servant, his steward, and him they killed. And
still, in patience and with forbearance, he dispatched many other
servants, but none would they receive. Some they beat, others
they killed, and when the householder had been so dealt with, he
decided to send his son to deal with these ungrateful tenants, saying
to himself, “They may mistreat my servants, but they will surely
show respect for my beloved son’ But when these unrepentant
and wicked tenants saw the son, they reasoned among themselves:
“This is the heir; come, let us kill him and then the inheritance will
be ours’ So they laid hold on him, and after casting him out of the
vineyard, they killed him. When the lord of that vineyard shall
hear how they have rejected and killed his son, what will he do to
those ungrateful and wicked tenants?”

And when the people heard this parable and the question Jesus
asked, they answered, “He will destroy those miserable men and
let out his vineyard to other and honest farmers who will render to
him the fruits in their season” And when some of them who heard
perceived that this parable referred to the Jewish nation and its
treatment of the prophets and to the impending rejection of Jesus
and the gospel of the kingdom, they said in sorrow, “God forbid
that we should go on doing these things”

Jesus saw a group of the Sadducees and Pharisees making their
way through the crowd, and he paused for a moment until they
drew near him, when he said: “You know how your fathers rejected
the prophets, and you well know that you are set in your hearts
to reject the Son of Man.” And then, looking with searching gaze
upon those priests and elders who were standing near him, Jesus
said: “Did you never read in the Scripture about the stone which
the builders rejected, and which, when the people had discovered
it, was made into the cornerstone? And so once more do I warn
you that, if you continue to reject this gospel, presently will the
kingdom of God be taken away from you and be given to a people
willing to receive the good news and to bring forth the fruits of the
spirit. And there is a mystery about this stone, seeing that whoso
falls upon it, while he is thereby broken in pieces, shall be saved;
but on whomsoever this stone falls, he will be ground to dust and
his ashes scattered to the four winds”

When the Pharisees heard these words, they understood that Jesus
referred to themselves and the other Jewish leaders. They greatly



desired to lay hold on him then and there, but they feared the
multitude. However, they were so angered by the Master’s words
that they withdrew and held further counsel among themselves as
to how they might bring about his death. And that night both the
Sadducees and the Pharisees joined hands in the plan to entrap
him the next day.

PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST

fter the scribes and rulers had withdrawn, Jesus
addressed himself again to the assembled crowd and
spoke the parable of the wedding feast. He said:

“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a certain
king who made a marriage feast for his son and dispatched
messengers to call those who had previously been invited to the
feast to come, saying, ‘Everything is ready for the marriage supper
at the king’s palace’ Now, many of those who had once promised to
attend, at this time refused to come. When the king heard of these
rejections of his invitation, he sent other servants and messengers,
saying: ‘Tell all those who were bidden, to come, for, behold, my
dinner is ready. My oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all is in
readiness for the celebration of the forthcoming marriage of my
son’ But again did the thoughtless make light of this call of their
king, and they went their ways, one to the farm, another to the
pottery, and others to their merchandise. Still others were not
content thus to slight the king’s call, but in open rebellion they laid
hands on the king’s messengers and shamefully mistreated them,
even killing some of them. And when the king perceived that
his chosen guests, even those who had accepted his preliminary
invitation and had promised to attend the wedding feast, had
finally rejected his call and in rebellion had assaulted and slain
his chosen messengers, he was exceedingly wroth. And then this
insulted king ordered out his armies and the armies of his allies
and instructed them to destroy these rebellious murderers and to
burn down their city.

“And when he had punished those who spurned his invitation,
he appointed yet another day for the wedding feast and said to
his messengers: “They who were first bidden to the wedding were
not worthy; so go now into the parting of the ways and into the
highways and even beyond the borders of the city, and as many as
you shall find, bid even these strangers to come in and attend this
wedding feast And then these servants went out into the highways
and the out-of-the-way places, and they gathered together as
many as they found, good and bad, rich and poor, so that at last
the wedding chamber was filled with willing guests. When all
was ready, the king came in to view his guests, and much to his
surprise he saw there a man without a wedding garment. The king,
since he had freely provided wedding garments for all his guests,
addressing this man, said: ‘Friend, how is it that you come into
my guest chamber on this occasion without a wedding garment?’
And this unprepared man was speechless. Then said the king to
his servants: ‘Cast out this thoughtless guest from my house to
share the lot of all the others who have spurned my hospitality and
rejected my call. I will have none here except those who delight
to accept my invitation, and who do me the honor to wear those
guest garments so freely provided for all”

After speaking this parable, Jesus was about to dismiss the
multitude when a sympathetic believer, making his way through
the crowds toward him, asked: “But, Master, how shall we know

about these things? how shall we be ready for the king’s invitation?
what sign will you give us whereby we shall know that you are
the Son of God?” And when the Master heard this, he said, “Only
one sign shall be given you” And then, pointing to his own body,
he continued, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up” But they did not understand him, and as they dispersed,
they talked among themselves, saying, “Almost fifty years has this
temple been in building, and yet he says he will destroy it and raise
it up in three days” Even his own apostles did not comprehend
the significance of this utterance, but subsequently, after his
resurrection, they recalled what he had said.

MORE ABOUT PARABLES

he apostles were parable-minded, so much so that the

whole of the next evening was devoted to the further

discussion of parables. Jesus introduced the evening’s

conference by saying: “My beloved, you must always
make a difference in teaching so as to suit your presentation of
truth to the minds and hearts before you. When you stand before
a multitude of varying intellects and temperaments, you cannot
speak different words for each class of hearers, but you can tell
a story to convey your teaching; and each group, even each
individual, will be able to make his own interpretation of your
parable in accordance with his own intellectual and spiritual
endowments. You are to let your light shine but do so with wisdom
and discretion. No man, when he lights a lamp, covers it up with a
vessel or puts it under the bed; he puts his lamp on a stand where
all can behold the light. Let me tell you that nothing is hid in the
kingdom of heaven which shall not be made manifest; neither
are there any secrets which shall not ultimately be made known.
Eventually, all these things shall come to light. Think not only
of the multitudes and how they hear the truth; take heed also to
yourselves how you hear. Remember that I have many times told
you: To him who has shall be given more, while from him who has
not shall be taken away even that which he thinks he has”

THE WHITE LILY

n this Wednesday afternoon, in the course of his address,

Jesus first told his followers the story of the white lily which
rears its pure and snowy head high into the sunshine while its roots
are grounded in the slime and muck of the darkened soil beneath.
“Likewise,” said he, “mortal man, while he has his roots of origin
and being in the animal soil of human nature, can by faith raise his
spiritual nature up into the sunlight of heavenly truth and actually
bear the noble fruits of the spirit”

THE FOOLISH CARPENTER
It was during this same sermon that Jesus made use of his first
and only parable having to do with his own trade—carpentry.
In the course of his admonition to “Build well the foundations for
the growth of a noble character of spiritual endowments,” he said:
“In order to yield the fruits of the spirit, you must be born of the
spirit. You must be taught by the spirit and be led by the spirit
if you would live the spirit-filled life among your fellows. But do
not make the mistake of the foolish carpenter who wastes valuable
time squaring, measuring, and smoothing his worm-eaten and
inwardly rotting timber and then, when he has thus bestowed all
of his labor upon the unsound beam, must reject it as unfit to enter
into the foundations of the building which he would construct to



withstand the assaults of time and storm. Let every man make sure
that the intellectual and moral foundations of character are such
as will adequately support the superstructure of the enlarging and
ennobling spiritual nature, which is thus to transform the mortal
mind and then, in association with that re-created mind, is to
achieve the evolvement of the soul of immortal destiny. Your spirit
nature—the jointly created soul—is a living growth, but the mind
and morals of the individual are the soil from which these higher
manifestations of human development and divine destiny must
spring. The soil of the evolving soul is human and material, but the
destiny of this combined creature of mind and spirit is spiritual
and divine”

THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN

n the way to Judea Jesus was followed by a company of almost

fifty of his friends and enemies. At their noon lunchtime, on
Wednesday, he talked to his apostles and this group of followers
on the “Terms of Salvation,” and at the end of this lesson told the
parable of the Pharisee and the publican (a tax collector). Said
Jesus: “You see, then, that the Father gives salvation to the children
of men, and this salvation is a free gift to all who have the faith to
receive sonship in the divine family. There is nothing man can do
to earn this salvation. Works of self-righteousness cannot buy the
favor of God, and much praying in public will not atone for lack
of living faith in the heart. Men you may deceive by your outward
service, but God looks into your souls. What I am telling you is
well illustrated by two men who went into the temple to pray, the
one a Pharisee and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and
prayed to himself: ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest
of men, extortioners, unlearned, unjust, adulterers, or even like
this publican. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get’ But
the publican, standing afar off, would not so much as lift his eyes
to heaven but smote his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a
sinner’ I tell you that the publican went home with God’s approval

rather than the Pharisee, for every one who exalts himself shall be
humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted”

THE RICH FOOL
CCT et me tell you a story of a certain rich man whose ground
brought forth plentifully; and when he had become very
rich, he began to reason with himself, saying: ‘What shall I do with
all my riches? I now have so much that I have no place to store my
wealth? And when he had meditated on his problem, he said: “This
I will do; I will pull down my barns and build greater ones, and
thus will I have abundant room in which to store my fruits and my
goods. Then can I say to my soul, soul, you have much wealth laid
up for many years; take now your ease; eat, drink, and be merry,
for you are rich and increased in goods’

“But this rich man was also foolish. In providing for the material
requirements of his mind and body, he had failed to lay up treasures
in heaven for the satisfaction of the spirit and for the salvation
of the soul. And even then he was not to enjoy the pleasure of
consuming his hoarded wealth, for that very night was his soul
required of him. That night there came the brigands who broke
into his house to kill him, and after they had plundered his barns,
they burned that which remained. And for the property which
escaped the robbers his heirs fell to fighting among themselves.
This man laid up treasures for himself on earth, but he was not
rich toward God”

THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD

nd then said Peter, “But, Master, we have left everything to

follow you, what then shall we have?” And Jesus spoke to all
of the twelve: “Verily, verily, I say to you, there is no man who has
left wealth, home, wife, brethren, parents, or children for my sake
and for the sake of the kingdom of heaven who shall not receive
manifold more in this world, perhaps with some persecutions, and
in the world to come eternal life. But many who are first shall be
last, while the last shall often be first. The Father deals with his
creatures in accordance with their needs and in obedience to his
just laws of merciful and loving consideration for the welfare of a
universe.

“The kingdom of heaven is like a householder who was a large
employer of men, and who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers to work in his vineyard. When he had agreed with
the laborers to pay them a denarius a day, he sent them into the
vineyard. Then he went out about nine oclock, and seeing others
standing in the market place idle, he said to them: ‘Go you also to
work in my vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will pay you. And
they went at once to work. Again he went out about twelve and
about three and did likewise. And going to the market place about
five in the afternoon, he found still others standing idle, and he
inquired of them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all the day?” And
the men answered, ‘Because nobody has hired us’ Then said the
householder: ‘Go you also to work in my vineyard, and whatever
is right I will pay you’

“When evening came, this owner of the vineyard said to his
steward: ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last hired and ending with the first’ When those who were
hired about five oclock came, they received a denarius each, and
so it was with each of the other laborers. When the men who were
hired at the beginning of the day saw how the later comers were
paid, they expected to receive more than the amount agreed upon.
But like the others every man received only a denarius. And when
each had received his pay, they complained to the householder,
saying: ‘“These men who were hired last worked only one hour, and
yet you have paid them the same as us who have borne the burden
of the day in the scorching sun’

“Then answered the householder: ‘My friends, I do you no wrong.
Did not each of you agree to work for a denarius a day? Take now
that which is yours and go your way, for it is my desire to give to
those who came last as much as I have given to you. Is it not lawful
for me to do what I will with my own? or do you begrudge my
generosity because I desire to be good and to show mercy?”

THE FAITHFUL SERVANT
(49 But in the work which is just ahead of us, and in that which
remains for you after I go to the Father, you will be grievously
tried. You must all be on your watch against fear and doubts. Every
one of you, gird up the loins of your minds and let your lamps be
kept burning. Keep yourselves like men who are watching for their
master to return from the marriage feast so that, when he comes
and knocks, you may quickly open to him. Such watchful servants
are blessed by the master who finds them faithful at such a great
moment. Then will the master make his servants sit down while he
himself serves them. Verily, verily, I say to you that a crisis is just
ahead in your lives, and it behooves you to watch and be ready.

“You well understand that no man would suffer his house to be
broken into if he knew what hour the thief was to come. Be you



also on watch for yourselves, for in an hour that you least suspect
and in a manner you think not, shall the Son of Man depart”

For some minutes the twelve sat in silence. Some of these warnings
they had heard before but not in the setting presented to them at
this time.

As they sat thinking, Simon Peter asked: “Do you speak this
parable to us, your apostles, or is it for all the disciples?” And Jesus
answered:

“In the time of testing, a man’s soul is revealed; trial discloses what
really is in the heart. When the servant is tested and proved, then
may the lord of the house set such a servant over his household and
safely trust this faithful steward to see that his children are fed and
nurtured. Likewise, will I soon know who can be trusted with the
welfare of my children when I shall have returned to the Father. As
the lord of the household shall set the true and tried servant over
the affairs of his family, so will I exalt those who endure the trials
of this hour in the affairs of my kingdom.

“But if the servant is slothful and begins to say in his heart, ‘My
master delays his coming, and begins to mistreat his fellow
servants and to eat and drink with the drunken, then the lord of
that servant will come at a time when he looks not for him and,
finding him unfaithful, will cast him out in disgrace. Therefore
you do well to prepare yourselves for that day when you will be
visited suddenly and in an unexpected manner. Remember, much
has been given to you; therefore will much be required of you.
Fiery trials are drawing near you. I have a baptism to be baptized
with, and I am on watch until this is accomplished. You preach
peace on earth, but my mission will not bring peace in the material
affairs of men—not for a time, at least. Division can only be the
result where two members of a family believe in me and three
members reject this gospel. Friends, relatives, and loved ones are
destined to be set against each other by the gospel you preach.
True, each of these believers shall have great and lasting peace in
his own heart, but peace on earth will not come until all are willing
to believe and enter into their glorious inheritance of sonship with
God. Nevertheless, go into all the world proclaiming this gospel to
all nations, to every man, woman, and child”

THE FIG TREE
€C A nd now concerning the travail of Jerusalem, about which
I have spoken to you, even this generation will not pass
away until my words are fulfilled; but concerning the times of the
coming again of the Son of Man, no one in heaven or on earth may
presume to speak. But you should be wise regarding the ripening
of an age; you should be alert to discern the signs of the times. You
know when the fig tree shows its tender branches and puts forth its
leaves that summer is near. Likewise, when the world has passed
through the long winter of material-mindedness and you discern
the coming of the spiritual springtime of a new dispensation,
should you know that the summertime of a new visitation draws
near.

THE FRIEND AT NIGHT

« Prayer is the breath of the soul and should lead you to be
persistent in your attempt to ascertain the Father’s will. If

any one of you has a neighbor, and you go to him at midnight and

say: ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine on a journey

has come to see me, and I have nothing to set before him’; and if

your neighbor answers, “Trouble me not, for the door is now shut
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and the children and I are in bed; therefore I cannot rise and give
you bread,; you will persist, explaining that your friend hungers,
and that you have no food to offer him. I say to you, though your
neighbor will not rise and give you bread because he is your friend,
yet because of your importunity he will get up and give you as
many loaves as you need. If, then, persistence will win favors even
from mortal man, how much more will your persistence in the
spirit win the bread of life for you from the willing hands of the
Father in heaven. Again I say to you: Ask and it shall be given you;
seek and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened to you. For
every one who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks the door of salvation will be opened.

“Which of you who is a father, if his son asks unwisely, would
hesitate to give in accordance with parental wisdom rather than
in the terms of the son’s faulty petition? If the child needs a loaf,
will you give him a stone just because he unwisely asks for it? If
your son needs a fish, will you give him a watersnake just because
it may chance to come up in the net with the fish and the child
foolishly asks for the serpent? If you, then, being mortal and finite,
know how to answer prayer and give good and appropriate gifts to
your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
spirit and many additional blessings to those who ask him? Men
ought always to pray and not become discouraged.

THE UNJUST JUDGE
<« Let me tell you the story of a certain judge who lived in a
wicked city. This judge feared not God nor had respect for
man. Now there was a needy widow in that city who came repeatedly
to this unjust judge, saying, ‘Protect me from my adversary’ For
some time he would not give ear to her, but presently he said to
himself: “Though I fear not God nor have regard for man, yet
because this widow ceases not to trouble me, I will vindicate her
lest she wear me out by her continual coming. These stories I tell
you to encourage you to persist in praying and not to intimate
that your petitions will change the just and righteous Father above.
Your persistence, however, is not to win favor with God but to
change your earth attitude and to enlarge your soul’s capacity for
spirit receptivity.

“But when you pray, you exercise so little faith. Genuine faith will
remove mountains of material difficulty which may chance to lie
in the path of soul expansion and spiritual progress.”

THE TWO DEBTORS

hough Simon was not a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, he

was an influential Pharisee of Jerusalem. He was a halfhearted
believer, and notwithstanding that he might be severely criticized
therefor, he dared to invite Jesus and his personal associates, Peter,
James, and John, to his home for a social meal. Simon had long
observed the Master and was much impressed with his teachings
and even more so with his personality.

The wealthy Pharisees were devoted to almsgiving, and they did
not shun publicity regarding their philanthropy. Sometimes they
would even blow a trumpet as they were about to bestow charity
upon some beggar. It was the custom of these Pharisees, when they
provided a banquet for distinguished guests, to leave the doors of
the house open so that even the street beggars might come in and,
standing around the walls of the room behind the couches of the
diners, be in position to receive portions of food which might be
tossed to them by the banqueters.



On this particular occasion at Simon’s house, among those who
came in off the street was a woman of unsavory reputation who
had recently become a believer in the good news of the gospel
of the kingdom. This woman was well known throughout all
Jerusalem as the former keeper of one of the so-called high-class
brothels located hard by the temple court of the gentiles. She had,
on accepting the teachings of Jesus, closed up her nefarious place
of business and had induced the majority of the women associated
with her to accept the gospel and change their mode of living;
notwithstanding this, she was still held in great disdain by the
Pharisees and was compelled to wear her hair down—the badge
of harlotry. This unnamed woman had brought with her a large
flask of perfumed anointing lotion and, standing behind Jesus as
he reclined at meat, began to anoint his feet while she also wet his
feet with her tears of gratitude, wiping them with the hair of her
head. And when she had finished this anointing, she continued
weeping and kissing his feet.

When Simon saw all this, he said to himself: “This man, if he
were a prophet, would have perceived who and what manner
of woman this is who thus touches him; that she is a notorious
sinner” And Jesus, knowing what was going on in Simon’s mind,
spoke up, saying: “Simon, I have something which I would like to
say to you” Simon answered, “Teacher, say on.” Then said Jesus:
“A certain wealthy moneylender had two debtors. The one owed
him five hundred denarii and the other fifty. Now, when neither of
them had wherewith to pay, he forgave them both. Which of them
do you think, Simon, would love him most?” Simon answered,
“He, I suppose, whom he forgave the most” And Jesus said, “You
have rightly judged,” and pointing to the woman, he continued:
“Simon, take a good look at this woman. I entered your house as
an invited guest, yet you gave me no water for my feet. This grateful
woman has washed my feet with tears and wiped them with the
hair of her head. You gave me no kiss of friendly greeting, but this
woman, ever since she came in, has not ceased to kiss my feet. My
head with oil you neglected to anoint, but she has anointed my
feet with precious lotions. And what is the meaning of all this?
Simply that her many sins have been forgiven, and this has led her
to love much. But those who have received but little forgiveness
sometimes love but little” And turning around toward the woman,
he took her by the hand and, lifting her up, said: “You have indeed
repented of your sins, and they are forgiven. Be not discouraged by
the thoughtless and unkind attitude of your fellows; go on in the
joy and liberty of the kingdom of heaven.”

THE UNMERCIFUL STEWARD
Simon Peter was the apostle in charge of the workers at Hippos,
and when he heard Jesus thus speak, he asked: “Lord, how often
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Until seven
times?” And Jesus answered Peter: “Not only seven times but even
to seventy times and seven. Therefore may the kingdom of heaven
be likened to a certain king who ordered a financial reckoning
with his stewards. And when they had begun to conduct this
examination of accounts, one of his chief retainers was brought
before him confessing that he owed his king ten thousand talents.
Now this officer of the king’s court pleaded that hard times had
come upon him, and that he did not have wherewith to pay this
obligation. And so the king commanded that his property be
confiscated, and that his children be sold to pay his debt. When
this chief steward heard this stern decree, he fell down on his
face before the king and implored him to have mercy and grant
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him more time, saying, ‘Lord, have a little more patience with
me, and I will pay you all’ And when the king looked upon this
negligent servant and his family, he was moved with compassion.
He ordered that he should be released, and that the loan should be
wholly forgiven.

“And this chief steward, having thus received mercy and forgiveness
at the hands of the king, went about his business, and finding one of
his subordinate stewards who owed him a mere hundred denarii,
he laid hold upon him and, taking him by the throat, said, ‘Pay
me all you owe! And then did this fellow steward fall down before
the chief steward and, beseeching him, said: ‘Only have patience
with me, and I will presently be able to pay you. But the chief
steward would not show mercy to his fellow steward but rather
had him cast in prison until he should pay his debt. When his
fellow servants saw what had happened, they were so distressed
that they went and told their lord and master, the king. When
the king heard of the doings of his chief steward, he called this
ungrateful and unforgiving man before him and said: “You are a
wicked and unworthy steward. When you sought for compassion,
I freely forgave you your entire debt. Why did you not also show
mercy to your fellow steward, even as I showed mercy to you?’
And the king was so very angry that he delivered his ungrateful
chief steward to the jailers that they might hold him until he had
paid all that was due. And even so shall my heavenly Father show
the more abundant mercy to those who freely show mercy to
their fellows. How can you come to God asking consideration for
your shortcomings when you are wont to chastise your brethren
for being guilty of these same human frailties? I say to all of you:
Freely you have received the good things of the kingdom; therefore
freely give to your fellows on earth”

GARMENTS AND WINESKINS

It was around noon on Monday, May 3, when Jesus and the
twelve came to Bethsaida by boat from Tarichea. They traveled

by boat in order to escape those who journeyed with them. But by

the next day the others, including the official spies from Jerusalem,

had again found Jesus.

On Tuesday evening Jesus was conducting one of his customary
classes of questions and answers when the leader of the six spies
said to him: “I was today talking with one of John’s disciples who
is here attending upon your teaching, and we were at a loss to
understand why you never command your disciples to fast and
pray as we Pharisees fast and as John bade his followers” And
Jesus, referring to a statement by John, answered this questioner:
“Do the sons of the bridechamber fast while the bridegroom is
with them? As long as the bridegroom remains with them, they
can hardly fast. But the time is coming when the bridegroom
shall be taken away, and during those times the children of the
bridechamber undoubtedly will fast and pray. To pray is natural
for the children of light, but fasting is not a part of the gospel of
the kingdom of heaven. Be reminded that a wise tailor does not
sew a piece of new and unshrunk cloth upon an old garment, lest,
when it is wet, it shrink and produce a worse rent. Neither do men
put new wine into old wine skins, lest the new wine burst the skins
so that both the wine and the skins perish. The wise man puts the
new wine into fresh wine skins. Therefore do my disciples show
wisdom in that they do not bring too much of the old order over
into the new teaching of the gospel of the kingdom. You who have
lost your teacher may be justified in fasting for a time. Fasting



may be an appropriate part of the law of Moses, but in the coming
kingdom the sons of God shall experience freedom from fear and
joy in the divine spirit” And when they heard these words, the
disciples of John were comforted while the Pharisees themselves
were the more confounded.

Then the Master proceeded to warn his hearers against entertaining
the notion that all olden teaching should be replaced entirely by
new doctrines. Said Jesus: “That which is old and also true must
abide. Likewise, that which is new but false must be rejected. But
that which is new and also true, have the faith and courage to
accept. Remember it is written: ‘Forsake not an old friend, for the
new is not comparable to him. As new wine, so is a new friend; if
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it becomes old, you shall drink it with gladness:

THE BARREN FIG TREE
€C A 11 too long have your fathers believed that prosperity was
the token of divine approval; that adversity was the proof
of God’s displeasure. I declare that such beliefs are superstitions.
Do you not observe that far greater numbers of the poor joyfully
receive the gospel and immediately enter the kingdom? If riches
evidence divine favor, why do the rich so many times refuse to
believe this good news from heaven?

“The Father causes his rain to fall on the just and the unjust; the
sun likewise shines on the righteous and the unrighteous. You
know about those Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with the
sacrifices, but I tell you these Galileans were not in any manner
sinners above all their fellows just because this happened to them.
You also know about the eighteen men upon whom the tower of
Siloam fell, killing them. Think not that these men who were thus
destroyed were offenders above all their brethren in Jerusalem.
These folks were simply innocent victims of one of the accidents
of time.

“There are three groups of events which may occur in your lives: 1)
You may share in those normal happenings which are a part of the
life you and your fellows live on the face of the earth. 2) You may
chance to fall victim to one of the accidents of nature, one of the
mischances of men, knowing full well that such occurrences are in
no way prearranged or otherwise produced by the spiritual forces
of the realm. 3) You may reap the harvest of your direct efforts to
comply with the natural laws governing the world.

“There was a certain man who planted a fig tree in his yard, and
when he had many times sought fruit thereon and found none,
he called the vinedressers before him and said: ‘Here have I come
these three seasons looking for fruit on this fig tree and have found
none. Cut down this barren tree; why should it encumber the
ground?’ But the head gardener answered his master: ‘Let it alone
for one more year so that I may dig around it and put on fertilizer,
and then, next year, if it bears no fruit, it shall be cut down’ And
when they had thus complied with the laws of fruitfulness, since
the tree was living and good, they were rewarded with an abundant
yield.

A LESSON TO GUESTS AND A HOST
hen went Jesus over to where the sick man sat and, taking him
by the hand, said: “Arise and go your way. You have not asked
to be healed, but I know the desire of your heart and the faith of
your soul” Before the man left the room, Jesus returned to his seat
and, addressing those at the table, said: “Such works my Father
does, not to tempt you into the kingdom, but to reveal himself to
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those who are already in the kingdom. You can perceive that it
would be like the Father to do just such things because which one
of you, having a favorite animal that fell in the well on the Sabbath
day, would not go right out and draw him up?” And since no one
would answer him, and inasmuch as his host evidently approved
of what was going on, Jesus stood up and spoke to all present: “My
brethren, when you are bidden to a marriage feast, sit not down in
the chief seat, lest, perchance, a more honored man than you has
been invited, and the host will have to come to you and request that
you give your place to this other and honored guest. In this event,
with shame you will be required to take a lower place at the table.
When you are bidden to a feast, it would be the part of wisdom,
on arriving at the festive table, to seek for the lowest place and take
your seat therein, so that, when the host looks over the guests, he
may say to you: ‘My friend, why sit in the seat of the least? come
up higher’; and thus will such a one have glory in the presence of
his fellow guests. Forget not, every one who exalts himself shall
be humbled, while he who truly humbles himself shall be exalted.
Therefore, when you entertain at dinner or give a supper, invite
not always your friends, your brethren, your kinsmen, or your rich
neighbors that they in return may bid you to their feasts, and thus
will you be recompensed. When you give a banquet, sometimes
bid the poor, the maimed, and the blind. In this way you shall be
blessed in your heart, for you well know that the lame and the halt
cannot repay you for your loving ministry”

ON COUNTING THE COST
CCY f you are not willing to pay the full price, you can hardly be
my disciple. Before you go further, you should each sit down
and count the cost of being my disciple. Which one of you would
undertake to build a watchtower on your lands without first sitting
down to count up the cost to see whether you had money enough
to complete it? If you fail thus to reckon the cost, after you have
laid the foundation, you may discover that you are unable to finish
that which you have begun, and therefore will all your neighbors
mock you, saying, ‘Behold, this man began to build but was unable
to finish his work’ Again, what king, when he prepares to make
war upon another king, does not first sit down and take counsel
as to whether he will be able, with ten thousand men, to meet him
who comes against him with twenty thousand? If the king cannot
afford to meet his enemy because he is unprepared, he sends an
embassy to this other king, even when he is yet a great way off,
asking for terms of peace”

ENACTING THE PARABLE
OF BROTHERLY LOVE

fter drinking the first cup of the Passover, it was the
Jewish custom for the host to arise from the table and
wash hishands. Later on in the meal and after the second
cup, all of the guests likewise rose up and washed their
hands. Since the apostles knew that their Master never observed
these rites of ceremonial hand washing, they were very curious
to know what he intended to do when, after they had partaken of
this first cup, he arose from the table and silently made his way
over to near the door, where the water pitchers, basins, and towels
had been placed. And their curiosity grew into astonishment as
they saw the Master remove his outer garment, gird himself with a
towel, and begin to pour water into one of the foot basins. Imagine
the amazement of these twelve men, who had so recently refused



to wash one another’s feet, and who had engaged in such unseemly
disputes about positions of honor at the table, when they saw him
make his way around the unoccupied end of the table to the lowest
seat of the feast, where Simon Peter reclined, and, kneeling down
in the attitude of a servant, make ready to wash Simon’s feet. As
the Master knelt, all twelve arose as one man to their feet; even the
traitorous Judas so far forgot his infamy for a moment as to arise
with his fellow apostles in this expression of surprise, respect, and
utter amazement.

There stood Simon Peter, looking down into the upturned face of
his Master. Jesus said nothing; it was not necessary that he should
speak. His attitude plainly revealed that he was minded to wash
Simon Peter’s feet. Notwithstanding his frailties of the flesh, Peter
loved the Master. This Galilean fisherman was the first human
being wholeheartedly to believe in the divinity of Jesus and to
make full and public confession of that belief. And Peter had never
since really doubted the divine nature of the Master. Since Peter so
revered and honored Jesus in his heart, it was not strange that his
soul resented the thought of Jesus’ kneeling there before him in
the attitude of a menial servant and proposing to wash his feet as
would a slave. When Peter presently collected his wits sufficiently
to address the Master, he spoke the heart feelings of all his fellow
apostles.

After a few moments of this great embarrassment, Peter said,
“Master, do you really mean to wash my feet?” And then, looking
up into Peter’s face, Jesus said: “You may not fully understand
what I am about to do, but hereafter you will know the meaning
of all these things” Then Simon Peter, drawing a long breath, said,
“Master, you shall never wash my feet!” And each of the apostles
nodded their approval of Peter’s firm declaration of refusal to
allow Jesus thus to humble himself before them.

The dramatic appeal of this unusual scene at first touched the heart
of even Judas Iscariot; but when his vainglorious intellect passed
judgment upon the spectacle, he concluded that this gesture of
humility was just one more episode which conclusively proved
that Jesus would never qualify as Israel’s deliverer, and that he had
made no mistake in the decision to desert the Master’s cause.

As they all stood there in breathless amazement, Jesus said:
“Peter, I declare that, if I do not wash your feet, you will have no
part with me in that which I am about to perform” When Peter
heard this declaration, coupled with the fact that Jesus continued
kneeling there at his feet, he made one of those decisions of
blind acquiescence in compliance with the wish of one whom
he respected and loved. As it began to dawn on Simon Peter that
there was attached to this proposed enactment of service some
signification that determined one’s future connection with the
Master’s work, he not only became reconciled to the thought
of allowing Jesus to wash his feet but, in his characteristic and
impetuous manner, said: “Then, Master, wash not my feet only but
also my hands and my head”

As the Master made ready to begin washing Peter’s feet, he said:
“He who is already clean needs only to have his feet washed. You
who sit with me tonight are clean—but not all. But the dust of your
feet should have been washed away before you sat down at meat
with me. And besides, I would perform this service for you as a
parable to illustrate the meaning of a new commandment which I
will presently give you.”

In like manner the Master went around the table, in silence,
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washing the feet of his twelve apostles, not even passing by Judas.
When Jesus had finished washing the feet of the twelve, he donned
his cloak, returned to his place as host, and after looking over his
bewildered apostles, said:

“Do you really understand what I have done to you? You call
me Master, and you say well, for so I am. If, then, the Master has
washed your feet, why was it that you were unwilling to wash one
another’s feet? What lesson should you learn from this parable in
which the Master so willingly does that service which his brethren
were unwilling to do for one another? Verily, verily, I say to you:
A servant is not greater than his master; neither is one who is
sent greater than he who sends him. You have seen the way of
service in my life among you, and blessed are you who will have
the gracious courage so to serve. But why are you so slow to learn
that the secret of greatness in the spiritual kingdom is not like the
methods of power in the material world?

“When I came into this chamber tonight, you were not content
proudly to refuse to wash one another’s feet, but you must also fall
to disputing among yourselves as to who should have the places of
honor at my table. Such honors the Pharisees and the children of
this world seek, but it should not be so among the ambassadors of
the heavenly kingdom. Do you not know that there can be no place
of preferment at my table? Do you not understand that I love each
of you as I do the others? Do you not know that the place nearest
me, as men regard such honors, can mean nothing concerning
your standing in the kingdom of heaven? You know that the kings
of the gentiles have lordship over their subjects, while those who
exercise this authority are sometimes called benefactors. But it
shall not be so in the kingdom of heaven. He who would be great
among you, let him become as the younger; while he who would
be chief, let him become as one who serves. Who is the greater, he
who sits at meat, or he who serves? Is it not commonly regarded
that he who sits at meat is the greater? But you will observe that
I am among you as one who serves. If you are willing to become
fellow servants with me in doing the Father’s will, in the kingdom
to come you shall sit with me in power, still doing the Father’s will
in future glory”

When Jesus had finished speaking, the Alpheus twins brought on
the bread and wine, with the bitter herbs and the paste of dried
fruits, for the next course of the Last Supper.

LOVE ONE AN OTHER EVEN
AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.



